128                   SULPHURETS.
and 14 sulphur; or of 100 mercury, and 8.4 sulphur.    The theory of its formation is the
same as that of silver,,
2. Deutosulphuret of mercury. This is formed in the humid way whenever sulphuretted hydrogen or ahydrosulphuret in excess is mixed with the deiitonitrate or deutomuriate of mercury (corrosive sublimate); a browo powder is precipitated which is the deutosulphu-ret.    If the sulphuretted hydrogen be only one half what is sufficient to form the deutosul-phuret, then we obtain no sulphuret, but instead of it a protonitrate or protomuriate, as was first intimated by Proust; 1 find however, the atom of sulphur adheres to the atom of salt, and that it is therefore a sulphuretted protonitrate or muriate,  whilst  1   atom of oxygen unites with the hydrogen.   The brown precipitate does not change to yellow, orange, and red, when left undisturbed for a few days, in my experience;  though this is stated to have been observed by Mr. ACCOM.    Notwithstanding the difference in colour, this deiitosulphuret must be the same nearly as the cinnabar and vermillion   of   commerce, if Proust and others are right in their analysis of these articles.  The combination of the elements of sulphur and mercury when intended to form cinnabar is made in thedrv wav